
PENINSULA TOWNSHIP 
13235 Center Road, Traverse City MI 49686 
Phone: 231.223.7322 Fax: 231.223.7117 

www.peninsulatownship.com 
 

PENINSULA TOWNSHIP PARKS COMMITTEE 
Regular Committee Meeting March 27, 2024 

 
AGENDA 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 
1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge 
3. Roll Call 
4. Approve Agenda 
5. Brief Citizens Comments (for agenda items only} 
6. Conflict of Interest 
7. Consent Agenda: any member of the committee, staff, or the public may ask that any item on the consent 

agenda be removed and placed elsewhere on the agenda for full discussion. 
A. Minutes from January 24, 2024 
B. Correspondence from Cherry Capital Cycling Club "2024 Grant Program" January 16, 2024 
C. Parks Budget 

 
8. Business 

A. PNA Naturalization-Murphy/Hager 
B. Signage at PNA and all Parks-Murphy/Lagerquist 
C. BHP Pavilion Reservation Applications-Butler/Skurski 
D. BHP Commemorative Bench Request-Skurski/Zebell 
E. Grand Traverse Band Local 2% Allocation Distribution, February 2, 2024-Zebell 
F. Thomas Foundation Grant-Chown 
G. Meeker Addition to PNA-Murphy 
H. Pruning Concerns-Zebell/Skurski 
I. Volunteer List next Steps-Milliken  
J. Topics for April Parks Meeting-Zebell 

 
9. Citizen Comments 
10. Committee Comments 
11. Adjournment 

 
Peninsula Township has several portable hearing devices available for audience members. If you would like to 
use one, please ask the recording secretary. 

http://www.peninsulatownship.com/
http://www.peninsulatownship.com/
http://www.peninsulatownship.com/
http://www.peninsulatownship.com/
http://www.peninsulatownship.com/
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2022-23 2022-23 2022-23 2023-24 2023-24 2024-25
ORIGINAL AMENDED ACTIVITY ORIGINAL ACTIVITY DRAFT

GL NUMBER DESCRIPTION BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET THRU 12/31/23 BUDGET

Fund 208 - Parks 
Fund

ESTIMATED 
REVENUES
Dept 000
208-000-607.EVT Parks Lg. Event Fee 5,000 5,000 9,189 9,000 8,350 9,000 

208-000-664.000 Interest Income 300 359 600 895 900 
208-000-667.000 Rental Income 1,000 1,000 1,150 1,000 450 600 
208-000-675.000 Donations 500 700 700 
208-000-675.CAP Donations Capital 

Fund-Kelley Park
12,500 0 

208-000-675.EVT LARGE EVENT-
PARKS DONATIONS

1,798 1,000 

208-000-675.GNT
Park Grants - 
GTB17.9,youthwor
k9.7,Americorps5.2
MichWors 3.0

3,254 37,500 

208-000-675.PLK Donations-
Pickleball Court 
(memorial)

20,000 282,476 2,200 

208-000-676.000 Miscellaneous - 
ARPA

6,465 18,000 

DNR KELLY GRANT 625,000 
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  Totals for dept 
000 - 

6,000 6,300 31,198 10,600 316,888 694,900 

Dept 930 - 
APPROPRIATIONS-
TRANSFERS IN
208-930-699.000 Appropriated 

Transfers In
90,000 100,000 100,000 201,300 179,990 523,480 

  Totals for dept 
930 - 
APPROPRIATIONS-
TRANSFERS IN

90,000 100,000 100,000 201,300 179,990 

TOTAL ESTIMATED 
REVENUES

96,000 106,300 131,198 211,900 496,878 

APPROPRIATIONS

Dept 000
208-000-710.WRK Workers Comp (28)
  Totals for dept 
000 - 

(28)

Dept 751 - PARKS
208-751-703.000 Per Diem(14 mtg) 6,700 6,700 6,605 6,750 1,320 7,490 

208-751-710.LIB Liability Insurance 2,000 2,000 1,866 2,000 2,246 2,250 

208-751-710.WRK Workers Comp 100 100 10 100 137 750 
208-751-715.000 Employer Social 

Security     
650 650 641 700 186 465 
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208-751-726.000 Supplies                     625 7,000 6,775 7,000 1,616 7,000 
208-751-726.PRK Park Signs 2,500 500 208 500 15,000 18,000 
208-751-783.000 Seeding and 

Planting Services
200 200 2,000 2,000 

208-751-801.000 Legal Fees                   5,000 4,019 100 666 1,000 
208-751-807.000 Audit Fees 300 450 411 500 415 500 
208-751-818.000 Contractual 

Services-R 
Wilkinson

50,000 60,000 65,482 60,000 43,440 63,000 

208-751-818.010 Recording 
Secretary

1,800 1,800 1,770 2,250 1,110 2,625 

208-751-818.200 Contract Services 2,000 16,000 14,202 7,200 17,883 20,000 
208-751-818.PLO Plowing 2,500 2,500 2,500 2,510 3,000 
208-751-855.DEQ Noncom. Public 

Wat. Sup. Fee
1,500 1,500 1,360 1,500 1,153 1,500 

208-751-881.000 Community 
Activities

500 1,000 

208-751-900.000 Legal Notices 1,000 250 304 300 164 500 
208-751-900.PNP Printing 500 500 500 500 
208-751-921.000 Electricity                  2,600 2,600 2,053 2,600 1,975 2,600 
208-751-926.000 Street Lighting              1,500 1,500 1,179 1,500 1,046 1,500 
208-751-930.000 Repairs and 

Maintenance
22,500 15,000 8,812 20,000 10,816 20,000 

208-751-958.000 Memberships and 
Dues

600 600 588 600 647 700 

208-751-966.KEL Grant Cost - Kelley 
Park 

5,000 5,000 4,458 9,900 10,937 0 

208-751-967.BHP Grant Costs-BHP 
EXPANSION - goat

270 37,500 

208-751-967.DTE Grant Costs-DTE. - 
GOOSE GONE 
LIGHTING

2,506 2,000 



Parks Committee
2024-2025 BUDGET Page 4

208-751-970.000 Capital 
Outlay/KELLEY 
LAUNCH

1,000 915 77,600 107,271 1,020,000 

208-751-970.PKL Capital Outlay-
Pickleball Court

13,123 276,654 2,500 

  Totals for dept 
751 - PARKS

104,575 130,850 134,781 206,600 484,968 1,218,380 

Dept 753 - PARKS-
PELIZZARI 
NATURAL AREA
208-753-710.LIB Liability - Insurance 200 200 246 300 291 300 

208-753-807.000 Audit Fees 150 138 150 104 150 
208-753-818.PLO Plowing 440 500 
208-753-921.000 Electricity 350 425 378 400 281 400 
208-753-930.000 Repairs and 

Maintenance
1,000 1,000 1,820 2,500 

  Totals for dept 
753 - PARKS-
PELIZZARI 
NATURAL AREA

1,550 1,775 2,582 850 1,116 3,850 

TOTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS

106,125 132,625 137,335 207,450 486,084 1,218,380 

NET OF 
REVENUES/APPRO
PRIATIONS - FUND 
208

(10,125) (26,325) (6,137) 4,450 10,794 

    BEGINNING 
FUND BALANCE

23,252 23,252 23,252 17,118 17,118 27,912 
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    ENDING FUND 
BALANCE

13,127 (3,073) 17,115 21,568 27,912 27,912 

Fund 209 - 
Cemetery Fund

ESTIMATED 
REVENUES
Dept 000
209-000-643.000 Sale of Pen. Dr. 

Lots
25,000 35,000 37,500 20,000 15,283 

209-000-644.000 Cemetery-
Perpetual Care 
(Restricted)

6,267 

209-000-645.000 Cemetery-
Administrative Fee

1,300 

209-000-664.000 Interest Income 50 700 945 1,000 1,805 
  Totals for dept 
000 - 

25,050 35,700 38,445 21,000 24,655 

TOTAL ESTIMATED 
REVENUES

25,050 35,700 38,445 21,000 24,655 

APPROPRIATIONS

Dept 567 - 
CEMETERIES
209-567-707.000 Temporary 

Employees
500 

209-567-710.LIB Liability Insurance 1,100 1,100 1,156 1,300 1,383 



Parks Committee
2024-2025 BUDGET Page 6

209-567-710.WRK Workers Comp 25 25 
209-567-715.000 Employer Social 

Security
40 40 

209-567-726.000 Supplies 500 1,200 1,100 500 614 
209-567-771.OGD Buy Back Lots - 

Ogdensberg
1,125 1,125 1,000 1,500 

209-567-771.PEN Buy Back Lots - 
Peninsula

375 375 800 

209-567-801.000 Legal Fees 3,000 2,143 2,143 
209-567-814.000 Software License & 

Support
400 391 400 

209-567-818.000 Contractual 
Services-Mowing

15,000 17,000 15,868 15,000 11,460 

209-567-818.100 Cemetery Sexton 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 

209-567-921.000 Electricity 400 400 353 400 266 
209-567-930.000 Repairs and 

Maintenance
6,500 6,500 3,500 

209-567-970.000 CAPITAL OUTLAY 16,550 7,000 5,950 13,600 1,721 
  Totals for dept 
567 - CEMETERIES

44,615 42,165 28,461 40,500 23,087 

TOTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS

44,615 42,165 28,461 40,500 23,087 

NET OF 
REVENUES/APPRO
PRIATIONS - FUND 
209

(19,565) (6,465) 9,984 (19,500) 1,568 

    BEGINNING 
FUND BALANCE

57,050 57,050 57,050 67,034 67,034 68,602 

    ENDING FUND 
BALANCE

37,485 50,585 67,034 47,534 68,602 68,602 
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Fund 213 - Hessler 
Log Home Fund

ESTIMATED 
REVENUES
Dept 000
213-000-664.000 Interest Income 106 100 208 
213-000-675.000 Donations 1,000 1,000 1,326 1,000 1,327 
  Totals for dept 
000 - 

1,000 1,000 1,432 1,100 1,535 

Dept 930 - 
APPROPRIATIONS-
TRANSFERS IN
213-930-699.000 Appropriated 

Transfers In
5,000 5,000 

  Totals for dept 
930 - 
APPROPRIATIONS-
TRANSFERS IN

5,000 5,000 

TOTAL ESTIMATED 
REVENUES

6,000 6,000 1,432 1,100 1,535 

APPROPRIATIONS

Dept 804 - 
LIGHTHOUSE
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213-804-710.LIB Liability Insurance 600 700 674 700 

213-804-726.000 Supplies 500 500 
213-804-970.000 Capital Assets 3,500 
  Totals for dept 
804 - LIGHTHOUSE

4,600 1,200 674 700 

Dept 806 - HESSLER 
LOG CABIN

213-806-710.LIB Liability Insurance 795 900 

  Totals for dept 
806 - HESSLER LOG 
CABIN

795 900 

TOTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS

4,600 1,200 674 700 795 

NET OF 
REVENUES/APPRO
PRIATIONS - FUND 
213

1,400 4,800 758 400 740 

    BEGINNING 
FUND BALANCE

4,933 4,933 4,933 5,691 5,691 6,431 

    ENDING FUND 
BALANCE

6,333 9,733 5,691 6,091 6,431 6,431 

Fund 214 - Pelizzari 
Natural Area Fund
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ESTIMATED 
REVENUES
Dept 000
214-000-664.000 Interest Income 280 4,000 5,102 5,000 8,496 9,000 
214-000-675.000 Donations 3,000 0 
214-000-675.GNT Pelizzari Grants 

Received
85,000 0 

  Totals for dept 
000 - 

280 4,000 5,102 5,000 96,496 9,000 

TOTAL ESTIMATED 
REVENUES

280 4,000 5,102 5,000 96,496 

APPROPRIATIONS

Dept 751 - PARKS
214-751-966.GNT Pelizzari Grant 

Expenses
270 300 

214-751-970.000 Capital Outlay 1,500 782 1,000 4,548 0 
  Totals for dept 
751 - PARKS

1,500 782 1,000 4,818 300 

TOTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS

1,500 782 1,000 4,818 

NET OF 
REVENUES/APPRO
PRIATIONS - FUND 
214

280 2,500 4,320 4,000 91,678 
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    BEGINNING 
FUND BALANCE

293,998 293,998 293,998 298,319 298,319 389,997 

    ENDING FUND 
BALANCE

294,278 296,498 298,318 302,319 389,997 389,997 

Fund 216 - 
Dougherty 
House/Replica Log 
Church Fund

ESTIMATED 
REVENUES
Dept 000
216-000-664.000 Interest Income 100 151 200 160 200 
216-000-675.RLC Donations-Replica 

Log Church
3,172 1,000 

  Totals for dept 
000 - 

100 151 200 3,332 1,200 

Dept 930 - 
APPROPRIATIONS-
TRANSFERS IN
216-930-699.000 Appropriated 

Transfers In
10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 

  Totals for dept 
930 - 
APPROPRIATIONS-
TRANSFERS IN

10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 

TOTAL ESTIMATED 
REVENUES

10,000 10,100 10,151 200 13,332 
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APPROPRIATIONS

Dept 804 - 
LIGHTHOUSE
216-804-710.LIB Liability 2,000 2,300 2,269 2,500 2,668 
216-804-745.000 Dougherty-DTE 

Heating
800 1,000 888 1,000 

216-804-921.000 Electricity 2,500 2,500 2,243 3,000 231 
216-804-930.000 Repairs and 

Maintenance
3,000 1,000 

216-804-970.000 Capital 
Outlay/MiscExpend
itures

1,000 

  Totals for dept 
804 - LIGHTHOUSE

9,300 6,800 5,400 6,500 2,899 

Dept 807 - 
DOUGHERTY 
HOUSE/REPLICA 
LOG CHURCH
216-807-745.000 Dougherty-DTE 

Heating
575 750 

216-807-921.000 Electricity 1,172 1,250 
216-807-930.000 Repairs and 

Maintenance
1,979 2,500 

216-807-930.RLC REPAIRS/MAINTEN
ANCE-REPLICA LOG 
CHURCH

575 750 

216-807-970.RLC Capital Outlay-
Replica Log Church

4,136 2,000 
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  Totals for dept 
807 - DOUGHERTY 
HOUSE/REPLICA 
LOG CHURCH

8,437 7,250 

TOTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS

9,300 6,800 5,400 6,500 11,336 

NET OF 
REVENUES/APPRO
PRIATIONS - FUND 
216

700 3,300 4,751 (6,300) 1,996 

    BEGINNING 
FUND BALANCE

2,016 2,016 2,016 6,768 6,768 8,764 

    ENDING FUND 
BALANCE

2,716 5,316 6,767 468 8,764 8,764 

Fund 252 - Building 
Fund

ESTIMATED 
REVENUES
Dept 000
252-000-664.000 Interest Income 53 104 
  Totals for dept 
000 - 

53 104 

TOTAL ESTIMATED 
REVENUES

53 104 
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NET OF 
REVENUES/APPRO
PRIATIONS - FUND 
252

53 104 

    BEGINNING 
FUND BALANCE

2,689 2,689 2,689 2,742 2,742 2,846 

    ENDING FUND 
BALANCE

2,689 2,689 2,742 2,742 2,846 2,846 
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Pelizzari Natural Area’s diversity and beauty make 
it endearing to everyone who comes here. Its 
location, just north of Traverse City amidst relatively 
dense development, makes it a backyard park for 
many in addition to a destination worth traveling 
to. While Pelizarri Natural Area was once farmed 
(and remnants of that heritage are evident), there 
are also glimpses of what Old Mission Peninsula 
looked like before farmers and subdivisions took up 
residence on this 18-mile-long peninsula. 

More than three miles of trail meander through 
wide open fi elds and former orchards, quiet upland 
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Pelizzari Natural Area

Trailhead & ParkingTrails Map/IntersectionHiking Trail !

Steep Bluff(Owned by Peninsula Township, Managed by GTRLC)

TRAIL INFORMATION

DISTANCE
3.5 miles

SURFACE
Natural/Uneven

TERRAIN
Combination: 

Flat & Rolling Hills

WIDTH
Single Track/20-30”

LEGEND

Natural Area

Intersections/ Trail Maps

Hiking Trails

Steep Slopes

forests, and cool lowlands with giant hemlocks. 
Visitors are likely to encounter several bird species 
and may even catch a glimpse of a resident fox.

GTRLC, in partnership with Peninsula Township, 
is working to enhance the property’s recreational 
opportunities while improving and maintaining its 
overall health and environmental integrity. This 
effort involves designing, building, and maintaining 
trails and strategically planting native trees and 
shrubs as well as removing invasive species.

Trail RunningHiking/Snowshoeing

The conservancy works hard to balance public use with the 
protection of natural resources. We welcome educational 

and recreational use as long as guests are mindful that they 
are visiting the homes of the plants and animals whose lives 

depend on these protected lands. Listed below are a few 
recommended activities that may be enjoyed here.

For a full list of rules, go to GTRLC.ORG.

WHAT CAN I DO HERE?
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is also achieving a more natural state 
after some disturbances.

The soils of the natural area are 
mostly well-drained sands and gravels 
with the exception of the Hemlock 
Wing, where underlying clay soils 
bring water to the surface, producing 
seeps and damp soils that create 
ideal conditions for the hemlock trees 
that grow so well there.

Many animals call this natural area 
home. Some are easy to fi nd, like 
black-capped chickadees and gray 
squirrels. Some are more elusive, 
like the red fox and indigo bunting.

The former agricultural portions 
of the natural area are slowly re-
naturalizing, as seen by the variety 
of native plants colonizing the open 
fi eld areas like little bluestem grass, 
white pine, and red oak trees along 
with pioneering plants like quaking 
aspen and staghorn sumac that help 
establish a new forest. 

The middle wooded area is a mix of 
mesic northern forest species such 
as sugar maple, American beech, 
white pine, and Eastern hemlock. It 
also contains a reasonable variety 
of groundcover species like Canada 
mayfl ower, false solomon’s seal, 
mapleleaf viburnum, and bluestem 
goldenrod, indicating that the forest 

A grove of hemlock trees can be found in the southeast corner of the natural area

A young fox or “kit” is among the more elusive wildlife 
species found on this property
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DON’T GET LOST!

Watch for purple blazes to 
guide you along the trail.

Sharp turns in the trail 
are signaled with a 
double offset blaze. The 
upper blaze indicates the 
direction of the turn. 

TR
A

IL
 B

LA
ZE

S

LEFT TURN RIGHT TURN

RU
LE

S 
&

 R
EM

IN
D

ER
S Please, when visiting this natural area…

• Visit between dawn and dusk
• Remain on established trails
• Remain within the property boundaries
• No motorized vehicles (including snowmobiles)
• No drones or other aircraft
• No fi res or camping
• No disposal of trash
• Do not remove any vegetation, woody debris, animal, 

or other natural feature except where foraging, hunting, 
and fi shing rules allow

• For the enjoyment of all visitors and the protection of wildlife, 
please keep your pets on leash and pick up after them

…Remember, you are a visitor to a place that is home to 
many unique plants and animals. Let’s keep it that way!

Please visit peninsulatownship.com for more information.

PNA

PE
TS

For the enjoyment of all 
visitors and the protection 

of wildlife, please keep 
your pets on leash and 

pick up after them.

ALL PETS MUST
BE ON LEASH

Local laws* mandate that pet owners keep their pets on leashes and 
under their direct control and not running at large when on this property. 

You are subject to ticketing and fi nes if you are in violation of these 
laws. Please be considerate of others and help to secure the safety of 
everyone using this public park. 
*Pursuant to Grand Traverse County Animal Control Ordinance Sections 401 & 601 Peninsula 
Township Parks Regulation Ordinance No. 57
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The black-legged tick, a 
carrier of Lyme disease, 
has expanded its range  
to include all of western 
lower Michigan. 

Take precautions to  
protect yourself and your 
pet from Lyme disease,  
and check yourself and 
your pet after visiting 
wooded and grassy areas.  

More information is available at 

michigan.gov/emergingdiseases.  
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PLEASE NOTE: 

HUNTING IS NOT ALLOWED ON THIS PROPERTY

PNA

Due to the proximity of adjacent neighborhoods, 
no hunting is allowed at this natural area.

Poison ivy produces a toxin that can cause skin rashes 
in many people, yet birds and animals eat its fruit, so 
we let it be. 

Native to the area, poison ivy tends to be most 
abundant in sunny areas along the forest edge. It 
has three-pointed leafl ets that vary in shape and color 
and can grow as a small plant, low shrub, or vine.
After leaves fall off, the plant can be identifi ed by 
grayish white berries. 

“Leaves of three,
let them be.”

Toxicodendron radicans
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Like all of Old Mission Peninsula, the land 
comprising Pelizzari Natural Area was formed 
by the last ice age. The Anishinaabek 
occupied this peninsula for hundreds of years 
before European settlers arrived in the mid 
1800s, fi rst to log the forests and then to 
farm the rich soils.

Maxine and Gene Pelizzari were the second 
generation of their family to farm the land, 
securing it from Gene’s parents in 1954.  
During their ownership, they graciously 
permitted neighbors to hike the property.  
After retiring and selling the land in 1991, 
neighbors and other residents petitioned the 
township to create this natural area.

The process of acquiring the land took 
more than a decade of work by dedicated 
volunteers in collaboration with the invaluable 
assistance of the Grand Traverse Regional 
Land Conservancy. A township millage 

election secured most of the funding for 
the land in 2008. 

Many thousands of volunteer hours and 
hundreds of thousands of dollars raised by 
the conservancy covered work and expenses 
to open the parkland.

In recognition of the Pelizzaris’ kindness in 
permitting residents to hike the land, the 
natural area was named in their honor.

Pelizzari family farm operation circa 1939

GTRLC Executive Director Glen Chown and instrumental volunteers Mary Van Valin and Dave Murphy celebrate the passage of Peninsula 
Township’s millage to support the protection of Pelizzari Natural Area (formerly Center Road Park)
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Since 1991, the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy has 
permanently protected outstanding places in our region—the natural, 
scenic, and farm lands that defi ne our northwest Michigan experience. 
Working in Antrim, Benzie, Kalkaska, Grand Traverse, and Manistee 
counties, we use a targeted selection of land protection tools that 
guarantee the permanent safeguarding of signifi cant land and other 
natural resources. Our work refl ects the needs of local communities and 
is made possible by the participation of willing landowners. As of 2023, 
GTRLC has protected nearly 47,000 acres of irreplaceable northwest 
Michigan land and nearly 153 miles of shoreline along our rivers, lakes, 
and streams. 

TOGETHER, we can do even more! Please join us in the effort to keep 
northwest Michigan a spectacular place to live, work, and play. Great 
things happen because people like YOU take action. Please consider 
making a tax-deductible gift to our land protection work today. Future 
generations will thank you!

CONTACT THE CONSERVANCY 

Grand Traverse Regional
Land Conservancy 

2846 3 Mile Rd N
Traverse City, MI 49686

231.929.7911  |  info@gtrlc.org

GTRLC.ORG

GTRLC Service Area

Protecting signifi cant natural, scenic, and farm lands – and advancing stewardship – now and for all future generations.
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PNA

EMERGENCIES & URGENT SAFETY – CALL 911

NON-EMERGENCY & SAFETY – 
Grand Traverse County Sheriff: (231) 223.4525

GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL –
(231) 995.6080

GENERAL PARK & TOWNSHIP – 
Peninsula Township: (231) 223.7322

PARK MANAGEMENT – 
GTRLC: (231) 929.7911



Mini Kiosk - by hemlocks/ cul de sac

48” x 30”

6’

Support structure and 
Screw placement

<-- treated 2x4s

2” wood screws -->

Please, when visiting this natural area…

• Visit between dawn and dusk
• Remain on established trails
• Remain within the property boundaries
• No motorized vehicles (including snowmobiles)
• No drones or other aircraft
• No fi res or camping
• No disposal of trash
• Do not remove any vegetation, woody debris, animal, 

or other natural feature except where foraging, hunting, 
and fi shing rules allow

• For the enjoyment of all visitors and the protection of wildlife, 
please keep your pets on leash and pick up after them

…Remember, you are a visitor to a place that is home to 
many unique plants and animals. Let’s keep it that way!

Please visit peninsulatownship.com for more information.RU
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More than three miles of trail meander 
through wide open fi elds and former 
orchards, quiet upland forests, and 
cool lowlands with giant hemlocks. 
Visitors are likely to encounter several 
bird species and may even catch a 
glimpse of a resident fox.

GTRLC, in partnership with Peninsula 
Township, is working to enhance the 
property’s recreational opportunities 
while improving and maintaining its 
overall health and environmental 
integrity. This effort involves designing, 
building, and maintaining trails and 
strategically planting native trees and 
shrubs as well as removing invasive 
species.
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Since 1991, the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy has permanently protected outstanding 
places in our region—the natural, scenic, and farm lands that defi ne our northwest Michigan experience. 
Working in Antrim, Benzie, Kalkaska, Grand Traverse, and Manistee counties, we use a targeted selection 
of land protection tools that guarantee the permanent safeguarding of signifi cant land and other natural 
resources. Our work refl ects the needs of local communities and is made possible by the participation 
of willing landowners. As of 2023, GTRLC has protected nearly 47,000 acres of irreplaceable northwest 
Michigan land and nearly 153 miles of shoreline along our rivers, lakes, and streams. 

TOGETHER, we can do even more! Please join us in the effort to keep northwest Michigan a spectacular 
place to live, work, and play. Great things happen because people like YOU take action. Please consider 
making a tax-deductible gift to our land protection work today. Future generations will thank you!

CONTACT THE CONSERVANCY 

Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy 

2846 3 Mile Rd. N  |  Traverse City, MI 49686

231.929.7911  |  info@gtrlc.org

WELCOME

PELIZZARI 
NATURAL AREA

The Conservancy works hard to balance public use with the 
protection of natural resources. We welcome educational 

and recreational use as long as guests are mindful that they 
are visiting the homes of the plants and animals whose lives 

depend on these protected lands. Listed below are a few 
recommended activities that may be enjoyed here.

For a full list of rules, go to GTRLC.ORG

WHAT CAN I DO HERE?

Trail RunningHiking/Snowshoeing

EMERGENCIES & URGENT SAFETY – 
Call 911

NON-EMERGENCY & SAFETY – 
Grand Traverse County Sheriff: (231) 223.4525

GENERAL PARK & TOWNSHIP – 
Peninsula Township: (231) 223.7322

PARK MANAGEMENT – 
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy: 
(231) 929.7911

For the enjoyment of all visitors and the 
protection of wildlife, please keep your 
pets on leash and pick up after them.

ALL PETS MUST
BE ON LEASH

Local laws* mandate that pet owners keep their pets on leashes and under their direct 
control and not running at large when on this property. You are subject to ticketing and fi nes 
if you are in violation of these laws. Please be considerate of others and help to secure the 
safety of everyone using this public park. 
*Pursuant to Grand Traverse County Animal Control Ordinance Sections 401 & 601 Peninsula Township Parks Regulation Ordinance No. 57
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TRAIL INFORMATION

DISTANCE
3.5 miles

SURFACE
Natural/Uneven

TERRAIN
Combination: 

Flat & Rolling Hills

WIDTH
Single Track/20-30”

LEGEND

Natural Area

Intersections/ Trail Maps

Hiking Trails

Steep Slopes

PLEASE NOTE: 

HUNTING IS NOT ALLOWED ON THIS PROPERTY

Due to the proximity of adjacent neighborhoods, 
no hunting is allowed at this natural area.
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interpretive signs

For the enjoyment of all 
visitors and the protection 

of wildlife, please keep 
your pets on leash and 

pick up after them.

ALL PETS MUST
BE ON LEASH

Local laws* mandate that pet owners keep their pets on a leash 
and under their direct control and not running at large when on this 
property. 

You are subject to ticketing and fi nes if you are in violation of these 
laws. Please be considerate of others and help to secure the safety of 
everyone using this public park. 

12”

20” 

3.5” gap

THE HEMLOCK FOREST’S 

DR. JOHN 
SPENCER TRAIL

WELCOME
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Here’s why they (and all pets) need to be leashed:

01  |  IT’S BEST FOR WILDLIFE 
 Even the most well-behaved dogs can be 

disruptive to sensitive plant and animal species, 
particularly birds, if allowed to run free. Keeping 
them on a leash minimizes disturbances and 
keeps our natural lands brimming with wildlife.

02  |  IT’S CONSIDERATE
 Even if your dog doesn’t pose a direct threat 

of physical harm to other hikers or bikers, 
many people still (for a variety of reasons and 
experiences) do not like to be approached by 
even the most well-mannered dogs. Keeping 
your dog on a leash allows everyone to feel 
comfortable out on the trails.

03  |  IT’S SAFER FOR YOUR PET
 Wild areas present a variety of hazards for our 

furry friends. From porcupines and skunks (you 
don’t want to deal with the fallout from either 
encounter, trust us) to the threat of tick-borne 
illnesses and getting lost, it’s best to just avoid 
the potential harm altogether and keep Fido 
close at hand.

04  |  IT’S REQUIRED BY LAW
 Local townships and counties enforce Michigan 

State law that requires you to have your dog on 
a leash and are willing to issue tickets to those 
who don’t comply. That off-leash hike could 
become expensive in a hurry!

NO ACCESS
FOOT TRAFFIC ON THIS 

STEEP SLOPE IS CAUSING 
UNSUSTAINABLE EROSION. 

PLEASE ACCESS PELIZZARI NATURAL AREA 
AT THE CENTER ROAD TRAILHEAD 

AND REMAIN ON ESTABLISHED TRAILS

STEEP HILL
PLEASE STAY ON

ESTABLISHED TRAILS 
TO CONTROL EROSION



 

































































Trees at Bowers Harbor Park 
 
Jeremy Gibson <gibby707@aol.com> 
 

Mon, Feb 19, 1:48 PM 
(3 days ago) 

 
 
 
 to me 

 
 

Michele, my name is Jeremy Gibson and I live on the peninsula out at Neahtawanta. I was given your 
email by the folks at Peninsula Township. The reason for this email is, as a local, my wife and I use 
this park a lot, mostly as a nice place to walk our two Havanese dogs. I have a background in 
Forestry. I’ve worked at Nurseries and landscape companies. I have a tree farm down state in the 
Marion/McBain area. I’ve done a lot of pruning in my life, so when I go to our park and see some 
trees that are so poorly pruned, I just want to grab my chainsaw and fix them. I’ve resisted doing this 
but the issue should really be addressed. I’ll send pictures of a pin oak that Really needs attention. 
Someone cut some lower branches and left WAY too much of the branch on the tree. The shoulder 
next to the trunk will never be able to heel and cover up the cut. In time, the remaining branch will rot 
and that rot will penetrate to the core of the tree. It’s too nice a tree to have that fate. It’s located at 
the end of the gravel turn-around near the new pickle ball courts. On the other side of the park there 
is a white oak with the same need but the problem is not nearly so dire. And in the newer back 
section the we call The Meadow, there’s a lovely corkscrew willow that just needs some dead 
branches removed. It’s my wife’s favorite tree. Many of the pruned Spruce also need excessively long 
cut branches cut back to the shoulder, but I’d just as soon not do those. 
   So, what I’m asking for is, either permission to make these corrections or your getting someone 
else knowledgeable to do the work. If you’d like, I’d be glad to meet you or someone else out there so 
I can show you the trees in question. Photos of the Pin Oak to follow. 
Thanks 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

     



Email regarding trimming of trees by volunteers: 

 

 

Becky Chown 
 

10:53 AM (5 
hours ago) 

 
 
 
 

to Mike, me, Jennifer, Dave 

 
 

Good morning, 
  
I reached out to our insurance agent, and he replied as follows: 
  
Hi Becky, 
Tree trimming is an inherently dangerous business. Having insured tree trimmers, accidents can 
happen. Because of this we recommend that you hire a experienced contractor, that has their own 
General Liability and Workers Compensation policy, naming the Township as an additional insured on 
those policies. 
  
 - If you have an employee do the work  you have the protection of the Townships General Liability 
policy. For example, should we have a bodily injury or property damage claim. You would  also have 
a Workers Compensation policy for them, should they become injured.  
  
 - If they are a volunteer you MAY have limited coverage if they get hurt. I have experienced a claim 
that was not covered by workers comp, as they were a volunteer using a chain saw. The only 
Volunteers in Michigan that are covered by Workers Compensation are Police, Firefighters and 
Ambulance personnel.  
  
 - If the volunteer drops a tree on someone's home or damages property, the policy should provide 
coverage if a suit be filed against the Township.  Again, if they injure themselves, you can run the risk 
of a uncovered claim. I hope this helps! 
  
I know Jeremy Gibson – he’s a wonderful and talented guy and he knows his trees – but we simply 
can’t have him do the work. What he could do is walk the area with us and show us what he’s 
concerned about – and then we can have an insured tree trimmer do the needed work. 
  
Thanks, everyone. 
  
Becky 
 



Michele Zebell mzebell.parks@gmail.com 
  

   
 
 
 
 to Rebecca, Dave, Jenn, Mary, Mike, Pete, Ronessa, Lola, me 

 
 

Hello everyone. 
 
The weather-related cancellation of our February parks meeting has made the business 
agenda for March quite lengthy. Since that February meeting date, a number of topics 
have come up that merit discussion. I would like to suggest that the following be 
addressed at our April meeting and the related correspondence be shared via the April 
2024 meeting packet. I will request approval at our March 27 parks meeting.  
 
-Drone filming/commercial filming on and of OMP parks-Cram 

-BHP Parking associated with the new pickleball courts-Butler/Skurski 

-Pickleball Court opening and closing dates-Butler/Skurski 

-Appropriate access and use of parks re: snowshoe/cross country skiing-Zebell/Cram 

-State policy regarding ebike usage on state parkland-Chown/Cram 

 
Thank you. 
 
Michele 
 

mailto:mzebell.parks@gmail.com
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