Peninsula Township

Parks Committee Regular Meeting
June 26, 2024 7:00 p.m.

Lola Jackson Recording Secretary
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PENINSULA TOWNSHIP
13235 Center Road, Traverse City MI 49686
Phone: 231.223.7322 Fax: 231.223.7117
www.peninsulatownship.com

PENINSULA TOWNSHIP PARKS COMMITTEE
Regular Committee Meeting June 26, 2024

MINUTES
7:00 p.m.

Call to Order by Skurski at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge

Roll Call Milliken, Murphy, Dahl, Skurski, Zebell

(7:04) Arrival Chown-Township Clerk, Cram-Director of Planning and Zoning

Approve Agenda Murphy moved to approve the agenda with a second by Milliken.
Approved by Consensus

Brief Citizens Comments (for agenda items only) None

Contflict of Interest None

Consent Agenda: any member of the committee, staff, or the public may ask that any item on the
consent agenda be removed and placed elsewhere on the agenda for full discussion.

Minutes from May 22, 2024 Meeting - =5 ‘

Correspondence from Mary Lou Piehl “Tennis Court at Bowers Harbor” June 1, 2024
Correspondence from Michele Zebell “Tennis Court at Bowers Harbor” June 4, 2024
Correspondence from Dave Murphy “Re: Tennis Court at Bowers Harbor” June 4, 2024
Correspondence from Becky Chown “Regarding Tennis and Pickleball Lines” June 4, 2024
Correspondence from Susan Piehl “Trailer at Bowers Harbor Park™ June 12, 2024
Correspondence from Suan Piehl “Trailer at Bowers Harbor Park Update” June 12, 2024
Correspondence from Michele Zebell “Public Service Message State of Mi: Building Forts™ June
12,2024

Correspondence from Brent Wheat “Grand Traverse County Beach Monitoring Report” June 13,
2024

Parks Committee Report May 2024

Correspondence from Kylee Haase “Events at BHP” June 17, 2024

Chown requested Item K “Events at BHP” be moved to Business as Item D. Murphy made 1
change to the minutes.Chown moved to approve the consent agenda as amended with a
second by Dahl. Approved by Consensus
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Business

A. Kelley Park Boat Launch Update- Skurski/Chown
Chown: every month I have a phone call with our engineer at Beckett & Raeder to talk about the
timeline for getting the engineering work done and all of the other work needed to construct the
boat launch. This information will then be submitted to EGLE and the Army Corp of Engineers
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because both entities independently must permit the project. A timeline was published in a
Township Board packet recently and in the upcoming summer newsletter. Today, I had my
monthly call with Beckett & Raeder. I have another one next month, which also falls on parks
committee meeting day. One of the issues being worked on is the bonafided wetland at Kelley
Park. EGLE does not care this was created when a large-scale condominium project began and
was never completed. There was earth moving and plenty of activity at this location. There are
changing rules becoming much stricter about how much land in a wet land can be disturbed
before you have to remediate. The wetland issue is a contentious one. We need to have a new,
site wide survey done to access the presence of any rare or endangered plants, which is an EGLE
requirement. We are on track with the timeline. We did talk about needing some revetment on
the 2 sides of the channel and the dock when it goes into the water. This is not going to be so
steep to require a concrete wall and rocks should be sufficient. There are still rocks at the old
boat launch site at Haserot Beach. I am going to count the number and size of the rocks present.
The goal is to make this an environmentally sensitive, single lane, low impact boat launch with
night sky compliant lighting, and buffering to protect the neighbors. The DNR likes parking
spots for boat trailers to be 12 feet wide. Christy Summers is our landscape architect and graphic
designer. Summers designs all the boat launches in northern Michigan that get approved.
Summers is making an argument to the DNR for these parking spaces to be 10 feet wide. This
may keep the larger, cigarette style boats, which tend to need larger trailers to a minimum.
Dahl: is the water depth been proven to handle a boat launch?

Chown: because it is a much longer distance to deep water at Kelley than it was at Haserot
Beach, the channel is going to have to ‘be much longer. This is going to take more money and
more soil moved initially. EGLE is not happy .about this and would like to see the boat launch
moved back to Haserot. The citizens of the commumty have spoken loud and clear; the boat
launch is not moving back to Haserot. ‘

Milliken: if this were to be permitted, when would the work be done?

Chown: the timeline shows the construction beginning in late April, 2025 and completion in
September 2025. A new survey showed the channel needs to be approximately 615 feet, down
from the original nuthber of 715 feet. No one knows how often this channel will need dredging
to keep it open. I have several bids for this work.

Skurski: if you look at the south DNR launch, you can see the channel they cut, which is similar.
That channel has not been dredged for about 5 years.

Cram: [ just want to make sure we are following our zoning ordinance, section 7.4.7a, regarding
wetland. This will actually disturb the wetlands, which have dimensional setbacks. This may
need to go before the ZBA, so the sooner we have those numbers, the better.

Murphy: what have we heard from our fishing community and the locals as to their patience for
this?

Skurski: I received many calls this spring basically inquiring if the boat launch would be
available this year. I said no, but we have a time line for the project to hopefully begin next
summer.

Milliken: who is in charge of maintaining the launch?

Chown: Peninsula Township.
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Milliken: we have used the launch down at the south end. There are several major potholes
where you pull your boat out that could result in a big problem. Sand has accumulated on the
north side of the pull out.
Chown: it is important to contact the DNR and let them know. That is a DNR launch, and so is
the launch at Bowers Harbor.
Dahl: have you looked at limiting the size of the boats launching at Kelley, so we do not have
the big cigarette boats?
Chown: the DNR will not let us limit who can use the launch.

B. Bowers Harbor Expansion-Zebell

Zebell: Angie Bouma from the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy has come out

to Bowers Harbor Expansion and started inventorying the various plants, which should be
completed by the end of summer. Once this is aceomplished, Angie will help me stake out

the various ecosystems. I do not have dates yet for the goats and Youth Works and I continue to
work on arranging this.

C. Budget Update Fiscal Year 2024-2025-Skurski
Skurski: what we have is a partial report on budget performance year to daté (see at end of
minutes). We are not in any danger.of hitting our budget limits currently. Wilkinson’s contract of
approximately $11,000 is right on track. Please submit any compensation you have for serving
on this committee. There has only been $1, 500 in tepairs so far. Our biggest expenditure is
going to be for signage and we want to make sure this gets done..

D. Correspondence from Kylee Haase “Bvents at BHP” June 17, 2024 (moved from consent agenda
to business) -
Skurski: Haase’s letter is in regard to wanting to do free, outdoor workout classes for people at
Bowers Harbor Park.
Cram: I did not find any restrictions in the park’s ordinance. Under Section 4 of the township
parks ordinance events for over 50 people must secure a permit from the township board. We
need to contact Haase and have her tell us how many days and participants she is expecting.
Under Section 5, the use of township parks section ( e) states any person or entity with a permit
shall be liable to the township and to all other lawful users of the township parks as indicated in
this section. Item (m) says no commercial activity and only individuals who have received
permits may engage in business activities within a township park.
Chown: we do not have a process in place. By the time the next park’s committee meets will be
in July and there is not really enough time to make a recommendation and get it in front of the
town board. Would anyone like to attend the next township board meeting on July 9, 2024 and
give an oral update? We need to get an email back to Haase and say we are interested. We need
to know more. How many days a week would the class be held, do you have a specific day you
would like to do this, and what time of day? I will check with our insurance agent regarding
liability. The town board would like to see recommendations from the parks committee and this
might be a good topic if this is something you choose to recommend after you gain more
information.
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11.

Murphy: my concern with this request, even though it is free and a benefit to the community is
if this becomes a township endorsed activity. I know there are child care groups that take the kids
for walks in the park, they are not seeking permission and this is not a township sanctioned
activity. There is no liability issue and they are doing this on their own accord. Do we want to
get into the business of endorsing or making a recommendation from this body to the township
board? I would be careful in saying this is a township endorsed activity as it lets in the question
of township liability.

Zebell: [ will write an email to Haase and include a copy of the park ordinance.

Citizen Comments None
Committee Comments

Zebell: There will be a working session right after the meeting to gather historical information
for the township map and signage. I walked through Murray Park and took photos of the trail
markers. This is a topic we can address at the work session. The primary topic is to gather
historical information for the township map and signage.

Skurski: I received an email this week indicating the nets are up today at the shared tennis court.
The goose lights were installed at Haserot Beach yesterday. Unfortunately, one of the bars on the
lights has already been tampered with and bent. A different location will be tried, with better
installation methods

Chown: phase one of the garden between the town hall and the township building has been
completed. I will be sending out a call for volunteers to help complete this project.

Adjournment: Zebell moved to adjourn the meetjng with a second by Milliken.

Approved by Consensus

Adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
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